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A VIGOROUS INDUSTRY REACHES A NEW PRODUCTION 


With Government policy restraining industrial activity, especially in the 
investment sector which accounts for some 60 per cent. of home sales of steel, 
steel consumption in Britain in 1957 was no higher than in 1956. Rising 
demand from the buoyant motor industry was the most favourable feature 
of the steel market at home at the end of the year. Consumers added a little 
to their stocks of steel over the year and export sales increased markedly. 
On the supply side, the easier availability of home-produced steel allowed 
imports to be reduced sharply, by some 900,000 tons. Home production was 


Drawn by our Special Artist, G. H. Davis, and based on 


RECORD 


2 


9 ' 
BC) SHEFFIELD (24 STEEL —' 


o 





GOs "AL W) “g 


BRITAIN’S RESOURCES IN IRON, STEEL AND COAL. 


increased to replace these imports and to meet the small increase in total 
demand. 1957 steel output was another record at 21.7 million tons, a million 
tons above the 1956 level. The industry, however, had provided capacity 
sufficient to produce 23.5 million tons if demand had been strong enough to 
require it. By the end of the year, therefore, steel was available in adequate 
supply, except in the case of a few products. The industry took the oppor 
tunity to improve its productivity by retiring a number of old tinplate hand 
mills and two small obsolescent steel works in West South Wales. 


information supplled by the Bntish Tron and Steel Federation 
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“THE CITY OF STEEL’—THE ABBEY WORKS 
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THE ABBEY WORKS AT MARGAM, PORT TALBOT: 


‘THE Abbey Works of The Steel Company of Wales, one of Europe’s largest and most 
modern integrated steelworks, is the subject of the painting by Charles Cundall, R.A., 
which was exhibited in the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition last year. The Steel Company 
Ao enn 9.901 me ene 9-2 en SZ A y of Wales is one of Britain’s youngest industrial giants and was formed only in 1947, when 
; pomeeas : fis } — several well-known steel and tinplate companies pooled certain of their resources to form 
y the largest integrated steel-producing plant in the country. The Company was formed for 
one urgent purpose: to help bring Britain’s steel and tinplate industries up to date. Since 

1947, tens of millions of pounds have been spent on development; magnificent new machinery 

has been built and installed; new processes have been pioneered and used to speed production. 

To-day, The Steel Company of Wales makes a third of all Britain’s sheet steel and two-thirds 

of her tinplate. Last year, the Company earned £28,000,000 for Britain in overseas markets. 

The largest single section of the Company is the Steel Division, which stretches for 4} miles 

along the coast at Margam, Port Talbot. This vast works is more than a factory; it is a city, 

a city of steel, with a working population of 14,000 people. Within this city there are dock 

facilities, an ore preparation plant, coke ovens, blast furnaces, steel-making shops, and giant 

rolling mills. A hundred miles of railway criss-cross the roads, over level - crossings. 

There are car parks and traffic lights, roundabouts and one-way streets; even the Company's 

Ss ae oe own uniformed police. Night and day, both on weekdays and at week-ends, the Steel Company 

BB 66 ee - is producing steel. Every week from the strip mill come some 38,000 tons of steel strip and 

THE 80" — 7 vine ; Pa plate. The strip is later rolled into sheet steel and tinplate. When the latest development 
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ES: ONE OF EUROPE’S LARGEST AND MOST MODERN INTEGRATED STEELWORKS. 
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.T: FROM A PAINTING BY CHARLES CUNDALL, R.A. 


plan is complete, another 12,000 tons a week will be produced. Sheet steel, for the motor-car, 
the office and domestic equipment industries, and steel plate for shipbuilding go direct to 
customers from Margam. Coils of strip destined to be made into tinplate are transported 
on special railway wagons to the Company’s Tinplate Division. There are two separate works 
within this division : Trostre, near Llanelly, and Velindre, near Swansea _ both built since 
the war. At the Tinplate Division, steel strip from Margam is reduced further in gauge and 
is then coated with a protective coating of tin. Here again, modern machinery and new 
processes have speeded and improved production enormously: the output of these two tin- 
plate works can be compared for quality and price with any in the world. The third division 
of The Steel Company of Wales is the Newport Division, which specialises in steel sheet for 
the electrical trade. The formation and swift success of this ever-working, ever-expanding 
Company has meant much to Britain. Faced with an acute shortage of both sheet steel and 
tinplate after the war, Britain was forced to import. Millions of pounds of precious foreign 
currency were spent to keep our vital manufacturing industries supplied. But now the tide 1s 
beginning to turn: supply is catching up with demand at last and there is a comfortable 
surplus left over for export: the value of steel and tinplate exports, both direct and indirect, 
is rising every year. The future prosperity of Britain depends, more than ever before, on her 
basic industries. If we are to survive at all in the fierce fight of world competition, we need 
new machinery, modern methods and, above all, a ceaseless urgency of purpose. All three 
are to be found at The Steel Company of Wales 
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THE WORLD AS CUSTOMER FOR BRITISH STEEL PRODUCTS : EXPORTS IN 1956 TO COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 
improved position contributed £56! million to Britain’s stronger balance 
of payments. The main increase in steel exports in 1957 came from sales 
of sheet, tinplate and tubes. Sales to Western Europe increased by no less 

In 1957, steel production rose faster than home demand and the import- than 40 per cent. over the previous year. This provides solid grounds for 

export balance changed sharply. Imports were reduced to 900,000 tons the support which the steel industry has given to the Free Trade Area proposals. 

while exports increased to 4,000,000 tons, a post-war record. Thus Britain's Nevertheless, the Commonwealth remains the steel industry’s main market. 
It took some 2.1 million tons of British steel in 1957, rather more than half the 


net exports of steel more than doubled from 1.5 million tons in 1956 to 
In the first nine months of 1957, the steel industry's industry's exports, with Canada and India being the largest single markets. 
H. Davis, and based on information supplied by the British Tron and Steel Federation, 


In 1956 the high level of economic activity at home was still sucking in imports 
of steel and forcing the steel industry to restrain its exports in order to meet 
home demands. Imports totalled 1.8 million tons and exports 3.3 million tons. 


3.1 million tons in 1957. 
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